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SUBJECT: AIRBORNE GEOGMAGNETIC SURVEY (PROJECT MAGNET) 

REF: STATE 161152 

1. FONOF HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT INSOFAR AS SUBJECT 
SURVEY IS GENEAL SCIENTIFIC SURVEY FOR PRIMARILY CIVILIAM 
PURPOSES AND RESULTS WILL NOT BE USED BY U.S. MILITARY FORCES 
FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, APPROVAL WLL BE DIFFICULT TO GRANT. 
CONVERSELY, IF SURVEY IS PRIMARILY DESIGNED TO PROVIDE BENEFITS 
FOR OUR MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THISREGION BUTWILL PROVIDE 
ANCILLARY BENEFITS TO HOST COUNTRY NO OBJECTIONS SINCE SURVEY 
WOULD SEEM TO FALL UNDER SOFA. WE HAVE INDICATED TO FONOFF 
THA LATTER IS CASE BUT DESIRE DEPARTMENT CONFIRM THIS. 

2. FONOFF AS ALSO ASKED ABOUT PRESENCE OF FOURCIVILIAN 
SCIENTISTS ON BOARD AIRCRAFT. IF SCIENTISTS AR DOD 
EMPLOYEES PERFORMING DUTIES WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED TO 
BE IN SUPPORT OF U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IN JAPA AND ARE ALL 
U.S. CITIZENS, THERE SHOULD ALS BE NO PROBLEM UNDER THE 
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3. IF SCIENTISTS ARE NOT U.S. CITIZENS OR SURVEY IS NOT 
PRIMARILY FOR MILITARY PURPOSES..THEN USE OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
AND PLANS TO STAGE FROM YOKOTA AND IWAKUNI WILL GIVE US SOFA 
PROBLEMS IN JAPAN. 

HODGSON 
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